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View of Zhang Yinlin’s Research Strategies
from An Outline History of China

FAN Xiaoli

( China Art Research Institute, Peking, 100029, China)

Abstract : Zhang Yinlin consciously used new history view when writing general history. He used the five standards of new oppo-
site, effectiveness, cultural values, instruction function, and status origins, the four selection areas of causal, direction, evolu-
tion, and contradiction, and the consistent facts before the Eastern Han Dynasty. He mixed previous studies and own sentiments,
and around the eleven themes of the general trend during the dawn of China, Zhou feudal society, rogue and dominance coun-
tries, Confucius and its era, politics and society during the Warring States, thoughts during the Warring States, Qin Shi Huang
and Qin Empire, Qin and Han transition, the development of the Han Empire, academy and politics in early Han, restructuring
and “Revolution” , the details of the selected facts were carefully arranged. He used his own knowledge to open up the complex
history, and used storytelling style to provide thorough narrative on “social changes, idea contribution and a number of major

”

characters’ personalities,” reflecting brimming and unrestrained talent.

Key words: An Outline History of China; Research strategies; Zhang Yinlin
(RfEHE HAE)
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