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The Evolution of “Gong Du” in the History
of Chinese Ancient Secretarial Studies

LIN Jiali' & HUANG Yanping’

(1. Zhejiang Shuren University, Hangzhou, Zhejiang, 310015, China; 2. Huagiao University, Quanzhou, Fujian, 362021, China)

Abstract: “ Gong Du” is another important name for the official document. There has been no related research of its use in the

history and the evolution of its meanings. The words of “Gong Du” began in the Tang dynasty, and gradually became popular

during the Song dynasty. It had wider meanings and blurring boundaries, but its use was still quite narrow. During the Yuan,

Ming and Qing dynasties, the meaning of “Gong Du” became fixed, and its use was gradually widened, not only appeared in the

style of “Gong Du” , but also some specially collections named “Gong Du”. During the Republic of China, monographs which

used “Gong Du” as the research objects appeared, such as Xu Tongshen’s The History of Gong Du.

Key words:Gong Du; Chi Du ;

O@VFRIZE (R s B 55 ED 545 1947 4FR, 50 2 055 4 10,

the use in the history; evolution; meaning; The History of Gong Du

(RfEHE HAE)



