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Moral Construction in the Feminist Perspective

in Jane Austen’s Novels

CHEN Xiuyuan

( Foreign Languages School of Zhejiang Shuren University, Hangzhou, Zhejiang, 310015, China)

Abstract ;: Jane Austen is well-known for her realistic novels with moral instructions. All of her works focused on the theme of love

and marriages of British middle-class women in countryside, advocating specific and positive moral principles. Considering the

social background during the end of the 18th and the beginning of thel9th century, Austen’s moral construction with conspicuous

feminist characteristics not only explored the common moral conceptions but also challenged the moral standards set for women by

the masculine discourse system. It had a deep impact on the shaping of social consciousness, and led to inspirations on the con-

struction of integrated value system in the whole society.
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