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Bibliometrics based Analysis of the Grounded Theory Research

ZHANG Xiang

(Management School of University of Science and Technology of China, Hefei, Anhui, 230001, China)

Abstract ; The Grounded Theory is an important type of qualitative research method. This paper uses the bibliometrics of the liter-
atures indexed by SSCI and CSSCI between 2000 — 2013 to summarize the research status of the Grounded Theory. From the nine
dimensions of annual changes, unit distribution, important journals, core authors, important citations, high frequency keywords
and fund support for the relevant literatures, it conducts a concrete analysis and comparison, and systematical review on the re-
search application field, the leading scholars, the knowledge base and the contents of the focus. Based on the results, it proposes
three recommendations of expanding the scope for domestic applications to establish the study paradigm in line with China’s situa-
tion and the characteristics of different subjects; regulating the expression of the research process to strengthen the evaluation and
test of the building theory; and strengthening the integrated quantitative research to timely track and review the research frontier
abroad.
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